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by Lady Huntingdon, impetuous, independent,
proud. Wesley had preached there, and Fletcher
of Madeley was the visiting superintendent. Now,
however, released from the authority of its foun-
der, its fledgling prophets wished to shake them-
selves altogether free of Wesley and his benign
doctrine. Their opportunity arose when, in 1770,
Wesley, himself liberated, since Whitefield was
dead, from any restraint in openly expressing his
sense of predestination, directed his Conference to
declare in its minutes that Methodism had of
late steered much too close to Calvinism. Lady
Huntingdon took violent umbrage, and issued an
edict to her rejoicing college that all must re-
nounce these minutes or leave the seminary for
ever - which Fletcher promptly did. The jubi-
lant youths of Trevacca, styled by Wesley " pert,
ignorant young men, vulgarly called students,"
swelled with self-conceit, decided to attack Wesley
at the Bristol Conference of 1771. Their leader,
the Hon. Walter Shirley (of Lady Huntingdon's
family), shot out an encyclical calling upon all
men of his own sound faith to rally at Bristol for
the Conference : they would gather together in
their hordes, they would march upon the strong-
hold, they would force Wesley to expunge the
obnoxious minutes. Alas, only about ten people
answered this stirring trumpet-call, and Shirley
found himself reduced to crawling humbly to
Wesley, saying that he had not meant this and
had not meant that, and would Wesley receive
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